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Evolving Monotheistic Religions

God’s laws of
nature create
hurricanes also
create and
evolve religions.
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Evolving Monotheistic
Religions
nb

This lecture will show how
laws of nature guided the
evolution of Judaism,
Christianity and Islamism
toward the 21st century
religious based conflicts
where terror is being used as
a weapon.
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One of God’s Most Important
Laws of Nature, Evolution
Evolution is not as simple as Darwin
proposed. It depends on these four
processes not just three as he thought.

Inheritance: Some characteristics of the
parent generation must be partially
passed to offspring.
• Mutation: Some inheritable
characteristic may be changed by an
external or random cause.
• Survival: If that mutated characteristic
is inherited by several in an integrated
population and that mutation contributes
to the survival or destruction of that
population, evolution has taken place.
• Self Organization: 3.85 billion years of
life would not have been sufficient time
for the human species to evolve without
self organization. (Self Organization theory
*

can also lead to Chaos with different constants
or initial conditions.)
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Birds Swarming Together
Example

Here is an example of Self Organization
working. There is no leader, but all birds
have a common genealogical induced
axiom: The bird’s instinct says: “Let’s fly
at the same speed and in the same
direction as our neighbor. An organized
group will form making it more likely that
one of us will spot food for all of us.”
axiom = simple formula that supports
the survival or extinction of a species or
religion.
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Humans Before Religion

• Our more recent hominid ancestors
evolved a larger cranium with room for
more neurons. (800 cc)
• Humans began to communicate
through simple language and signs.
6
History lesson: Humans are more
intelligent than any other animal species.

Neolithic Homo Sapiens
Were Hunters and Gathers np

More advanced Homo sapiens 9,000 years ago

• Homo sapiens used those extra neurons
to begin group communication, live
together in tribes, make tools and teach
others tricks for survival.

• (tribal villages formed)
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Civilization & Religion RVC

• Egyptians and Mesopotamians
independently invented agriculture.
• Egypt believed the Pharaohs were
God on earth and all powerful.
* The Mesopotamians thought the Gods
in heaven chose the emperors.

History lesson: Humans have an
instinctive genealogical need to
understand. (desire for religion evolved)
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Cities in the River
Valleys
RVC

• The invention of agriculture provided a
means to provide subsistence to
larger groups of people.
• Ancient cities about 2500 bc were as
much a fortress as a place to live.
People no longer had to defend
against animals; only other people.

History lesson: Self organization can
also bring about chaos. (warfare)
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Egyptian Grecian Wars
RVC

• After about 2000 bc 1,250 years of war
and terror broke out between the
Egyptians and Greeks.
The battle of Kadesh 1274 bc was the
first to be well documented.
• The Egyptian Pharaoh Ramses built
elaborate monuments to celebrate his
victory over the Greek Hittites.
Historians claim the battle was a draw.
• Trojan wars took place in 1250 bc.
Homer described it in the Iliad.
History lesson: Rulers carry out wars in
the belief it is necessary to maintain
their power and prestige. (The desire for
power & prestige are survival factors)
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The Trojan Horse
an Important Myth rvc

* In 1184 bc: During the Trojan War, the
Greeks departed in ships, leaving behind a
large wooden horse as a victory offering. It
was hauled inside the walls of Troy and
Greek soldiers descended from the horse’s
belly to slay the guards and to destroy the
city of Troy.
History lesson: A myth is valuable; true or
false, since so many believe it.
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Egyptian-Greek-Persian Wars
of Terror

• This

was a weapon of mass destruction.

• The development of malleable iron led
to the development of lethal weapons of
mass destruction.
• The chariot demonstrates technology
can produce effective weapons that
cause the enemy to flee in terror.
History lesson: Technology makes
weapons of terror.
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Persian & Grecian
Empires CP
• We will now enter the CLASSICAL
PERIOD when the Israelites recorded
the history for the previous 500 years.
• That history became the foundation
for the Old Testament in books such
as Samuel.
• Then between 550 and 330 bc the
Persian Empire rose under Cyrus and
then fell to the Greeks under
Alexander.
• The Grecian Empire lasted 750 years
before falling to the Romans.
History lesson: Documentation clarifies
history. (Old Testament Samuel)
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Alexander the Great

• The Macadamia territory conquered by
Alexander the Great, 330 bc ruled the
largest empire, most of the Middle East
until the Roman Empire took over.
• He was kind to those conquered, even
encouraging his solders to marry the
conquered women.
• He learned this lesson from an Egyptian
Pharaoh.
History lesson: Christian passion for
conquered helps long term survival.
(our Marshall Plan for instance)
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Roman Republic
500 bc

167 bc

• The Roman Republic began as a
small city by the Tiber river in 509 bc
and then expanded over the area
shown on the left.
• The Romans were the first to form a
government that was a democratic
republic
• Romans extended their empire
throughout the Mediterranean area by
167 bc; as shown on the right.
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Roman Republic had
Trouble in 70 bc
• They formed a republic with a senate
and a common citizen council.
• In Rome every citizen was taught to
be a patriot. But political corruption
occurred.
• Pirates attacked.
• They became so terrorized they were
willing to give up the political freedom
for their safety. They chose an
emperor, Pompey to be their
beneficial emperor.
• Romans abandoned their axiom,
patriotism and also its constitution.

History lesson: Loss of passion can lead
to a system’s extinction. (True for a
government, religion or society.)
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The Roman Empire, Age of
Caesars 44 bc to 117 ad
• Julius Caesar led an army into northern
Italy and plunged the Roman republic
into civil war.
• He defeated Pompey who escaped into
Egypt.
• Caesar received Pompey’s head from
Egypt as a gift and put his wife (?)
Cleopatra in as empress of Egypt.
• Citizens considered themselves free
and happy as he expanded the empire.

• Caesar was assassinated while he sat
in the senate house.

History lesson: An empire or most any
system can be saved by a great leader.
(But he may not last.)
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Augustus Caesar

• Then 17 years later Caesar’s great
nephew Augustus ruled the empire for
41 years.
• The conquest of the above empire
was the result of Augustus’ benevolent
rule. It was a happy time for all Roman
citizens.
• Augustus Caesar set limits to Roman
expansion. Germany, today’s Iran and
Arabia were off limits.
• But then a mutation in civilization
occurred. A teacher was born named
Jesus Christ.
• History lesson: Self Organization
predicts surprising mutations. (The
arrival of Jesus was a tipping point in the
course of religions and civilization in general.)18

Roman Empire’s Fall

• The accepted date for the Roman
Empire’s extinction is 476 ad. That is
when German Tribes disposed the last
of the Roman emperors in the blue
area.
• Then Constantine ruled the red area.
New emperors in the Byzantine area
ruled until Constantinople fell in 1453.
• This was the final collapse of the
Roman empire after almost 2000
years of existence.
History lesson; Empires eventually fade
away but in the Middle East it may 19
take a long time.

Review

Monotheistic Religions
• Until the 8th century wars were not
caused by polytheistic religions, but
for other reasons already discussed.
• I will now discuss our three
monotheistic religions, explaining how
and when they emerged as
institutional religions.

• From the 8th until the 18th century wars
were the result of monotheistic
religions when beliefs were more
passionate than with polytheistic
religions.

History lesson: Monotheism produce
more passionate responses than does
polytheism. (People will make large
sacrifices or even die for their one God.)
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Judaic Religion Beginnings

* Moses, the Israelite’s prophet let the

Israelites out of Egypt to Mount Sinai
where he received God’s command to
go conquer the Promised Land. 1224
bc.
• The Pharaoh’s army according to
myth was drowned as the opened red
sea collapsed on them. Chariot
wheels have recently been found at
the 4,000 foot bottom of the Red Sea.
• The Jewish people have been
struggling ever since to conquer, hold,
re-conquer, fight for or pray for the
Promised Land.
History lesson: The Jews have a passionate
need to occupy and protect the Promised
Land. (It is worth dying for which literally 10’s
of millions have done in the 20th & 21st
21
century alone.)

The Promised Land
1224 bc
• God commanded
Moses to conquer
this promised
land.
• Two Kingdoms
Judah and Israel
flourished
together for 200
years.
• The Israel fell to
Judah in the 8th
century.
• Persians
conquered Judah
in the 6th century
and the Judean
exiles fled to
Babylon where
they built the
second Judean
temple.
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Jerusalem Time Line

Israelites

Judaism emergence

Roman Christianity
Constantinople Christian control
Islamic control
1st Crusade, Christian
control short period
Islamic control
British & Holocaust
Judaism returned to
THE PROMISED LAND

Destroyed 2, besieged 23, captured-recaptured
44 times. Talk about persecution!
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Two Other Monotheistic
Religions

*

*

•
•

A mutation occurred in the evolution of
religions when Judaism was challenged
by Christianity after the crucifixion of
Jesus.
Gospels Mathew and Mark state the
Jews spoke and said “Let him be
crucified”. Christ was a Jew but he
never claimed to be their Messiah, he
said “You say so”. Christians have
debated this event ever since.
After Judaism two additional
monotheistic religions emerged,
Christianity and then 300 years later
Islamism.
The Christian one God became simple
and understandable. Later Christianity
became more complicated.
Islam was born with a simple one God
who could only be understood through
his Arabic word, the Qur’an. This simple
axiom has been maintained ever since.
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Christian Success
note Judaism is only 0.22%

• Surprised at Christianity’s success? I
was.
• I suggest that Christianity’s success
was the result of people’s instinctive
desire to follow God’s natural laws of
behavior.
• These laws of behavior were taught
us by Jesus Christ.
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Council of Nicaea
*

The Council of Nicaea is commonly
regarded to have been the first
Christian Ecumenical council, 525 ad.
• The council affirmed and defined what
it had found to be the teachings of the
Apostolic Fathers regarding that Christ
is the one true God in deity with the
Father.
• There is no evidence to suggest that
the Biblical canon, the list of books
decided to be authorative as scripture,
was discussed at the Council of
Nicaea.
* The divinity, temporary earthy
presence, crucifixion, resurrection and
Christ being one with the Father has
been maintained for all important
institutional Christian doctrines ever
since.
History Lesson: The documentation by
an important group is required for a
religion to become institutionalized. 26

Byzantine Christianity
• Constantine considered
Constantinople the new Rome where
the Emperor ruled.
• Jerusalem was a holy place with many
Christian relics for Christian pilgrims to
visit from the north.
• But later 615 the Persian king,
Chosroes conquered Jerusalem.
• By 645, the Persian empire was swept
away by a new force, the force of
Islam, taught by the prophet
Mohammad.
• The Islamic united Arab tribes swept
the Arabian Peninsula and then
conquered the Iranian and Roman
Empires.
• Jerusalem was under Islamic control
but Christian pilgrims where allowed
to visit.

* Christianity in the Middle East tried to
hold on in Byzantine and Jerusalem to
no avail as Islam conquered and
expanded.
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Christian Pilgrimages

• Earlier Jerusalem was declared a
Christian holy place by Constantine.
• Europe by 1000 ad was fractured into
small empires run by many Christian
emperors.
• Western Nobles, knights and other
important Christians traveled to
Jerusalem to demonstrate their
Christian passion.
History lesson: Dedication to their
religious beliefs seemed necessary for
an emperor to maintain his power and
28
prestige.

The Crusades

• The Crusades began in 1096 and
continued until the 15th century, 9
crusades in all. (About 200 years)
• European people participated with the
belief that the evil Muslims were
desecrating their beloved Jerusalem.
• The 1st Crusade was a success and
the Muslins in Jerusalem were
massacred en masse.
• The other eight were less successful
but final negotiations led to the right
for Christians to visit Jerusalem.
History lesson: Religious furor led to
terror and willingness to die for one’s
beliefs.
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Reformation
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Martin Luther
Wanted Reform
Catholic corruption
Indulgences
Predestination
Excommunicated
1518
Peasants revolt 1525

•
•
•
•

John Calvin (1534)
Ruler in Switzerland
Stricter than Luther
Literal Bible
interpretation
• Had people burned at
stake for heresy.
• Britain picked up
Calvinism
There were 30 years of war between the
Catholic and Protestant kingdoms 1618.
History lesson: The reformation was a
mutation that led to more diversification .
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The Catholic Council of Trent

• The Trent council was held in Trent of
the Holy Roman Empire in 16
sessions between 1545 and 1547.
• The council countered Protestant
doctrines, recently established during
the Reformation as being heretic.
History lesson: Each diverse component
of a religion must defend its doctrine
against threats from independent
beliefs.
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Early Modern Ottoman Empire
emp

•
•
•

Christians battled Islam from 600 ad in areas
in yellow above until Islam conquered
Constantinople in 1453.
They have maintained most of this area until
the 20th century when most of the Balkan
countries became Christian dominated.
The warrior Turks were a major influence on
Islam’s dominance in these areas.

History lesson: The Middle East has been
dominated by Islam since 1453.
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Islam Faith Started Simply and
Remained So
• Mohammad taught: there is no God
but God, all powerful and merciful,
who has preordained all things and all
powers that we must submit to his will.
• He taught the “the little Jihad” is the
armed war against infidels while the
“great Jihad” is the war within oneself
for perfection.
• The Qur’an was written and must be
read and understood in Arabic. Islamic
government and religion are one. Both
must be obeyed.
History lesson; Islam started simply and
remained simple while Christianity
became complex.
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Spanish Empire
Back to Christianity

• The Iberian Peninsula now Spain was
under Islamic control until Ferdinand
forced all parts into one Catholic
empire.
• Portugal was ruled by Ferdinand and
Isabella in 1492.
• Columbus was sent on a voyage to
find a new route to India. He
discovered the new world.
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The Inquisition 1484

King Ferdinand

Queen Isabella

• They were ruthless in imposing their
form of Catholicism on all subjects.
• Priests were sent to small towns to
find heretics. Being of Jewish or
Islamic heritage was enough to be
tortured to death..
• Latin America must also be converted
to Catholicism. The Aztec empire that
Cortes conquered in 1519 was ruled
with the same brutal methods.
History lesson: Unimaginable tortures to
humans is sometimes used by
35
inhuman people of power.

Another Empire Expired

Charles V 1518 The Land he inherited
•

Gold from Latin America and other riches
supported the Spanish Empire for awhile but
those riches were spent on wars.
• Finally a 17 year old boy was the emperor who
had inherited all the land shown above plus
more in the far east. It is said, “He owns the
World”
• His blood lines were too long to be listed in this
space.
• He lasted until his death in 1558 after his
Empires had collapsed.
History lesson: Blood lines were of immense
importance back then. (Thank goodness they are
no longer.)
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Christianity Transported from
Europe to USA

• The Puritans wanted to escape the
threat of Catholicism.
• They failed their first attempt but the
Puritan version of Christianity was
rescued by the Pilgrims &
Massachusetts Bay adventures.
History lesson: Desire for freedom of
worship led the new world but soon
just freedom became the goal.
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The American Revolution
• The Puritan’s flight to America was
brought about by religions furor but
the American revolution was brought
about mainly by unfair taxation and
desire for independence.
• But surprisingly Jefferson used
religion as a main theme in his
writings of the Declaration of
Independence.
• For instance –”and nature’s God
entitle them –”, “they are endowed by
the Creator with certain unalienable
rights –”
History lesson: Christianity was an axiom
for our Declaration of Independence.
Islam was not a factor in the early
New World.
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The USA Constitution

• Madison studied the Roman Republic
and Athens democracy in his
preparation for the Constitution. But
there was little reference to
Christianity.
* The founding fathers studied history
and provided for 234 years of freedom
and democracy.
* But we needed Lincoln to get us back
to Christian compassionate beliefs
and actions.
History lesson: Christian beliefs are
fragile.
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Religion in the Long
19th Century.
• Islam became dominant in the Middle
East and fought the British and French
to a standstill in Europe.
• Emancipation Proclamation and Civil
War created an important new kind of
enthusiasm for Christianity among
African Americans.
• Enlightenment science threatened
Christianity especially Darwinism.
• The industrial revolution, child labor
and alcoholism created a need for
Christian action.
• Western expansion was another great
challenge to Christianity.
• Christianity was supported
philosophically, William James.
History lesson: The 19th century
presented many severe challenges to 40
Christianity.

First ½

th
20

Century

• USA became an industrial and
economic super power.
• Democracy, capitalism, a settled west
and freedom worked together to make
USA a world power.
• Science, relativity, quantum
mechanics, and philosophy (Bertrand
Russell) excused atheism.
• But Europe was a complex mixture of
national interests that resulted in the
Great World War I.
• Europe was in shambles.
• The Russian revolution resulted in a
new potential US enemy, communism.
• Technology had produced weapons
with destructive power never before
even imagined.
• An armistice at Versailles was
intended to punish Germany. We
forgot Alexander’s lesson.

41

First ½ 20th Century
• We lived to regret punishing Germany
at Versailles. Hitler used it as an
excuse for his power grab.
• With Europe in shambles we lived
high on the hog until the crash in ’29
and following depression.
• World War II arrived with the German
Blitzkrieg and Japanese attack at
Pearl Harbor.
• Our patriotism and dependence upon
our Christian faith returned. Three
great leaders arrived just in time,
Roosevelt, Churchill and Truman.
• Yes, we used the ultimate terror
weapon, the atomic bomb. There was
no other choice for Truman. Millions of
lives would have been lost without that
curageous decision.
History lesson: Leadership, patriotism,
Christian faith and helping those
conquered; the Marshall plan led us
back to a benevolent world power by
the 1950s.
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2nd Half 20th Century
• Islam held up better than did
European Christian societies during
World War II.
• Communism, socialism and
secularism reigned in Europe.
• Truman supported the Judaic take
over of their Promised Land in Israel.
• In the US the liberal 60’s increased
secularization.
• Our war in Korea ended in a standstill
and our Vietnam experience was a
disaster.
• US sent troops to various areas that
Islam occupied, Afghanistan,
Indonesia, Korea, Saudi Arabia etc.
• Islamic terrorists carried out 15 major
lethal attacks against the West from
1979 through 1999 including bombing
the World Trade center, and invading
Kuwait.
• George HW bush ordered the
successful Gulf War in 1990.
43

911 Disaster

•

•

•
•

Osama bin Laden said in 1998 that Islamists
were at war with United States, yet we didn’t
react until after 911. We reacted with our
attack on Afghanistan and Iraq but we are now
acting timidly.
The recent attempted car bombing in times
square and shooting at Fort Hood, should
teach us a valuable lesson; we should not
back off and should be on the offensive.
Attorney General Holder continues to press
for a civilian trial for Islamic prisoners who had
been previously scheduled for Military trials.
Christian churches are not calling for more
aggressive protection they tend to support the
idea that the terrorists are only an Islam
minority.
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21st Century Radical
Islamic Attacks
* From 2000 to May 2009 there were 974
world wide Muslin terrorist attacks, not
including Iraq, Afghanistan and USA.
• I obtained this information by analyzing a
Wikipedia encyclopedia list of all, so
called terrorist attacks. It was not easy to
come up with the following numbers.
• There were 974 attacks & 8064 killed in
non USA involved attacks and 18 attacks
& 3249 killed on USA soil from 2000
through 2009.
• 946 killed in Afghanistan and 4370 in Iraq
during this period.
• There were 2995 killed on September
eleven 2001.
• Iraq & Afghanistan have become potential
democracies. “Do the two Bushs deserve
some credit for the potential opportunity to
establish democracy in the Middle East?”
History Lesson: Islam is as it has been for
1,400 years a potential threat to societies
that embrace Christianity and Judaism.
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History Predicts
• Democratic Republic USA and
Christendom is in danger of extinction.
• Islam’s passion for the Qur’an far
exceeds Christianity’s passion for
Christ.
• Our lack of passion for our form of
government and religious way of life is
a threat to our present form of
existence.
• Terror was a successful weapon used
to overcome societies in the past it is
being used against us now.
Solution
• History tells us we need a benevolent
leader to lead us out of this threat.
• The terrorist threat is a religious war
and needs to be countered by the
religions that are under attack.
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Conclusion
• Lessons from 1400 years of history
have told us that Christian and Judaic
societies come close to extinction if they
don’t combat Islamic threats.
• American, European and Israeli
societies are now under attack by
terrorists who are of the Islamic faith
which gives them the right to use Jihad
to carry out their holy war against
Christians and Judaists who are their
Infidel enemies.
• How should Christians respond? Should
they support the Israelis who are fighting
back Islamic Palestinians? Should
Christian churches support an
aggressive military response against
Islamic Iran and al Qaeda? You tell me..
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Civilization Flow Chart
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